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Familiar face takes on new role in UNH’s “MUB”
By Anna Kate Munsey
MANAGING EDITOR
     On March 8, former Paul 
College Academic Advisor 
Melissa Beecher took over as 
director of the Memorial Union 
Building (MUB) and Student 
Activities. 
     Prior to her time at the 
University of New Hamp-
shire (UNH), Beecher held 
the role of director of Student 
Activities and Leadership at 
Babson College. Before this, 
Beecher worked at the Univer-
sity of New England through 
Americorp, helping to provide 
community service opportuni-
ties for students. Each of these 
previous positions, as well as 
her bachelor of science degree 
in psychology from Wheaton 
College and master’s degree in 
higher education and student 
affairs from Boston College, 
have equipped Beecher for 
success in her role as MUB 
director.
     Beecher said her back-
ground in psychology and 
community involvement is a 
big part of why she chose her 
career and this “functional 
area” within higher education. 
´,IRXQGLWVREHQHÀFLDOWR
developing who I am and how I 
operate. And I want to provide 
those opportunities for others 
IRUVWXGHQWVWRÀJXUHRXWZKR
they are, what they’re good 
DWÀQGWKHLUSHRSOHÀJXUHRXW
how they belong, because we 
all have things that we’re good 
at that we care about, and so 
how can we foster that so that 
people feel like they belong in 
the community that they’re in,” 
she said.
     While Beecher always knew 
VKHZDQWHGWRZRUNLQWKHÀHOG
of education in some way, she 
wasn’t exactly sure in what role 
or capacity she would do this. 
     In her new position, 
Beecher’s goals fall into vari-
ous buckets: supporting clubs 
and organizations, leader-
ship programming, infusing 
diversity, equity, inclusion and 
justice into everything they’re 
GRLQJDQGÀJXULQJRXWKRZWR
get morale back in place after a 
tough year. She acknowledged 
WKHPDQ\GLIÀFXOWLHVRIWKHSDVW
year, and hopes that we will 
move forward positively. 
     “It’s been hard, and as we 
start to return to normal I want 
us to think about what is the 
‘new normal,’ and how are we 
doing that, better than before, 
like what’s the good stuff we’re 
going to hold on to… And then 
how do we move forward in 
bigger and better ways for the 
things that need some work,” 
she said.
     Everyone on campus and in 
the MUB has been welcoming 
and patient as Beecher learns 
her way around this new and 
unique position, she said. 
     Beecher is passionate about 
civic engagement, whether it’s 
something as simple as voting 
in an election, or participating 
in community service through 
Habitat for Humanity or lead-
ing an Alternative Break Chal-
lenge trip. In addition to this, 
Beecher values advocacy work 
and hopes to bring diversity, 
equity, inclusion and justice 
into everything she does in this 
role.
     She was inspired to apply 
for this position in order to get 
Photo courtesy of Melissa Beecher
New vaccination site opens at Fox Run Mall
By Ben MacKillop
STAFF WRITER
     Starting this past Monday, 
the coronavirus (COVID-19) 
vaccination site run by the 
state of New Hampshire 
located at Exeter High School 
has closed down and been 
moved to the Fox Run Mall in 
Newington, working out of the 
former Sears retail location. 
The vaccination site is one of 
11 locations run by the New 
Hampshire National Guard 
and, in addition to the Dover 
vaccination site running out of 
the C&J Bus Lines, it is one of 
two locations in the Seacoast 
region.
6WDWHRIÀFLDOV have said that 
the move has come as part of 
“ongoing efforts to improve the 
HIÀFLHQF\RIVWDWHYDFFLQDWLRQ
sites.” National Guard Captain 
James Miller, who is in charge 
of the Newington vaccination 
site and former Exeter location 
has said that the move allows 
IRUJUHDWHUHIÀFLHQF\LQYDF-
cinations as well as prevents 
issues arising from weather 
now that the location is fully 
indoors.
*UHDWHUHIÀFLHQF\LQYDF-
cination sites is a chief concern 
RIVWDWHRIÀFLDOVHVSHFLDOO\LQ
the coming weeks as signups 
for vaccination appointments 
have been gradually open-
ing this week with all state 
residents 16 and up eligible to 
sign up starting Friday April 
2nd. Despite all New Hampshire 
residents being eligible for the 
vaccine in the coming weeks, 
Gov. Chris Sununu has made it 
clear that out-of-state college 
students will not be eligible 
for the vaccine in the state. 
This decision comes much to 
the dismay of Durham town 
manager Todd Selig who has 
advocated for all UNH students 
to receive the vaccine given the 
high case numbers in Durham 
over the past few months. 
     According to the NHDHHS 
state COVID-19 site, Durham 
currently has the third most 
active cases in the state at 
76, only trailing Nashua and 
Manchester in positive case 
numbers. UNH currently has 
116 active positive cases, 112 
of which are among students, 
with a consistent rate of 10-20 
new positive cases each testing 
day over the past month.
     Currently the state of New 
Hampshire ranks in the middle 
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Staff Writer Aqeel Hisham sits down with Student Body President-elect 
Sophie Spina to learn more about her goals and plans. 
Student Body President-elect
Local 26-year-old Madeline Hixon created a handmade sweatshirt 
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Rye native creates MAD-X




Gov. Sununu announced that all 
New Hampshire residents aged 
16 and over will be eligible for the  
COVID-19 vaccine starting Apr. 2. 
However, this does not include out-
of-state or international students.
UNH women’s soccer junior 
goalkeeper Cat Sheppard achieved 
a career-high of 9 saves, including 
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back into her “functional area,” 
IRFXVLQJPRUHVSHFLÀFDOO\
on student affairs and student 
involvement. 
     “After a competitive search 
process, Melissa distinguished 
herself with many years of 
experience managing a student 
union and student activities 
prior to joining UNH,” said 
Stacey Hall, executive direc-
tor of student engagement 
and development at UNH in 
a press release. “I am excited 
for Melissa to lead the MUB 
and Student Activities to better 
meet the needs of our students 
and community.”
     As MUB director, Beecher 
will work with assistant direc-
tors, MUB employees, lead-
ers across campus, and many 
others on student activities, 
development, programming, 
and more.
     “The thing I am most excit-
ed about is helping to cultivate 
DFXOWXUHZKHUHSHRSOHFDQÀQG
their place… I’m honored and 
excited to be part of something 
like that,” she said. 
     Throughout her time at 
UNH so far, Beecher’s proud-
est accomplishments are work-
ing on the Rutman Leadership 
Fellows program and creating 
Spark, a pre-arrival orientation 
SURJUDPIRUÀUVW\HDUVWXGHQWV
In both of these projects, she 
said she was able to collabo-
rate with many great campus 
SDUWQHUVWRÀOOQHHGVLQWKHXQL-
versity, and help students grow 
and adjust to life at UNH.
     Beecher lives in Maine with 
her husband and two step-kids 
who are thirteen and almost 
ÀIWHHQ
     If she could put an ask out 
to readers, Beecher would like 
everyone to practice gratitude 
in their lives. “I would ask that 
everybody take a minute to 
think about someone they’re 
really grateful for…and then 
just let that person know, 
because I think sharing that 
appreciation and that gratitude 
can be such a small thing but it 
can make such a difference... 
I think right now we all need 
a little grace, we all need a 
little kindness. And if we can 
share some gratitude with other 
people, then I think that will go 
a long way,” she said. 
of the pack on the national 
stage  in terms of percentage of 
population vaccinated sitting at 
30% - just above the national 
average of 29%. In-state col-
lege students can register for 
a vaccine appointment along 
with all other eligible residents 
16 and up starting Friday 
at 8:00am using the state’s 
vaccine website at vaccines.
nh.gov..
Photo courtesy of Dan Tuohy/NHPR
UNH to implement possible bike sharing program in 2022
Want to be a 
part of the 
magic? 
Come to our 
contributors’ 
meetings!
  Mondays at 6:30
     Zoom Code:
     91987506297
By Shawn Latulippe
      DESIGN EDITOR
     The University of New 
Hampshire (UNH) has been 
ÁLUWLQJZLWKWKHLGHDRIKDYLQJ
a bike share program for a long 
time according to Ritzman Lab 
Special Projects Director Steve 
Pesci, and now, technology 
has given them the opportunity 
to implement this idea. This 
initiative comes with support 
from students and Durham resi-
dents, and it could be imple-
mented in the spring of 2022. 
     Pesci said there has also 
been some talk about electronic 
scooter shares, which hasn’t 
proven to be very feasible for 
numerous reasons - although 
it's not off the table. Pesci said 
new technology means that 
they could enforce a bike share 
system much better than in the 
past and possibly have ways to 
track the bikes using geo fenc-
ing. They also are considering 
a bike rental service as well. 
They have been working with 
Oyster River Cycle and Sport 
WRÀQGDZD\WRLPSOHPHQWWKH
SODQEXWÀUVWWKH\QHHGWKH
support of students. They have 
also been trying to work on 
ways to improve upon current 
bike trails and bike storage at 
the university. 
     The survey put out to UNH 
students has seen over 180 
responses so far and most 
students have supported the 
idea. The survey is open until 
April 15 for students to take. 
The survey also questions stu-
dents about  the funding for the 
program and what prices they 
ZRXOGÀQGUHDVRQDEOH7KH
VXUYH\ZDVDGYHUWLVHGRQÁ\HUV
on campus and in dorms and on 
the UNH Facebook pages. 
     Changemaker Collabora-
tive Program Assistant Kendall 
Gray said that a bike share 
program would be great for 
students in dorms that are far 
away from other places on 
campus like the Minis, Chris-
tensen and Williamson, the 
Gables, and others. She also 
believes it could be a great 
VRFLDORXWOHWIRUÀUVW\HDU
students. 
     Another group that could 
EHQHÀWDUHLQWHUQDWLRQDO
students and students that live 
far away, which may make it 
GLIÀFXOWWREULQJWKHLUELNHVWR
campus. It would also help stu-
dents that have a bike but don’t 
want to bring it for fear of it 
being stolen. The bike share 
program could also be open 
to staff at UNH and Durham 
residents, but they may have to 
pay a slightly higher fee than 
students to use it. 
     Pesci explained that UNH 
is fundamentally a walking 
campus, supplemented with 
the free transit service, so the 
next natural step would be to 
expand biking on campus. But 
with this he also wanted to 
emphasize that he hopes they 
FRXOGÀQGDZD\WRHQFRXUDJH
students to wear helmets while 
biking. He himself had a bike 
accident where a car hit him 
and he survived - thanks to 
his helmet. Gray also agreed 
WKDWLWZRXOGEHJUHDWWRÀQGD
way to convince students that 
wearing a helmet is essential 
to their safety. When she was 
a student she admitted she 
wouldn’t always wear a helmet 
when biking short distances, 
but now believes it's incredibly 
important.
     Both Gray and Pesci agree 
there is a lot of support for the 
LGHDIURPVWXGHQWVVSHFLÀFDOO\
students in outdoor programs at 
the university.
     The program also has a 
lot of support from people 
concerned about environmental 
impacts and climate change. 
The bike share or rental pro-
gram would make the campus 
even more sustainable and 
also give students a chance to 
explore the campus even better. 
     “Durham is beautiful,” 
Pesci explained, “and there's a 
lot of great spots in Durham to 
go that are imminently acces-
sible on a bike and it'd be nice 
to just get away from campus 
for a little bit, and see that the 
real world does exist.”
     To take the survey and voice 
your opinion on the matter, 
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Student Senate General Election results
        By Aqeel Hisham
STAFF WRITER
     On March 28, the Student 
Senate of the University of 
New Hampshire (UNH) sent 
out an email to the student 
body regarding the general 
election results that are pending 
Senate approval. Sophia Spina 
and Alex Colella, who ran for 
student body president and vice 
president respectively, won 
the election, receiving 70.32% 
of the votes against their 
opponents, Sophia Litle and 
Samantha Rizzo. Meanwhile, 
the result for the University 
System of New Hampshire 
(USNH) Board Representative 
was one of the closest to date, 
with Reshma Giji winning the 
position over Jonathan Merheb 
by 1.29%.  
     Student Senate Election 
Committee Leader Igor Garcia 
said that although this year’s 
general election was done in an 
unconventional way compared 
to previous elections, the com-
mittee still managed to support 
the candidates during their 
campaigns, as well as hosting 
a conducive environment for 
the debate that took place in 
the Memorial Union Building 
(MUB). “We did a hybrid (in-
person and online). We opened 
up for candidates and the elec-
tion committee [to attend the 
debate in the MUB] while we 
invited the whole student body 
over Zoom,” he added. 
     Garcia was very pleased 
with the outcome of the debate. 
“It was a pretty good debate 
on both ends. Both candidates 
seem to be pretty knowledge-
able at answering some of the 
hard and interesting questions,” 
he said. “Everyone was really 
prepared.” 
     As the leader of the election 
committee, Garcia stated that 
his the main duty was to ensure 
a fair election for all candidates 
by making sure that both par-
ties are adhering to the rules of 
campaigning such as staying 
within the budget of $750.  
     Besides that, the committee 
also played a big role in help-
ing the candidates by supplying 
WKHPZLWKÁ\HUVDQGSRVWHUVIRU
their campaign. “The way we 
help candidates was by printing 
RXWÁ\HUVDQGKDQGLQJWKHP
to ResLife so that they can be 
posted up on halls,” added Gar-
FLD7KRXJKKHFODULÀHGWKDW
all of the candidates receive the 
VDPHQXPEHURIÁ\HUVIURPWKH
election committee during their 
campaigning period.  
     However, due to the 
coronavirus (COVID-19), the 
election process wasn’t as 
easy as it seemed. Garcia said 
that the biggest obstacle that 
the election committee had 
to overcome was maintaining 
the privacy of certain infor-
mation. “We have to do stuff 
online mostly this year, so we 
did have to share some things 
online,” he commented. Aside 
from that, Garcia also said that 
it was harder for members of 
the Student Senate to meet 
in person and discuss issues 
relating to the election due to 
the reduced number of people 
allowed to be in a room at the 
MUB.  
     The total number of 
valid votes for the student body 
president and vice president 
was 1,705 while the number 
of valid votes for the USNH 
Board Representative was 
1,710. According to Garcia, 
KDOIRIWKHWRWDOYHULÀHGYRWHV
were completed within 24 
hours of the polls being open 
but slowed down after. Regard-
ing the low number of votes, 
Garcia replied, “I guess it was 
just the lack of interest from 
students.”  
     The Student Senate also sent 
out a few reminders to students 
as an initiative to promote 
voting. “I got a few responses 
from some people asking us 
(the Student Senate) to stop 
emailing them, and some re-
plied, ‘No one cares.’” Garcia 
was saddened by the fact that 
people don’t really understand 
that voting for the leaders of 
the student body is actually 
important.  
     “As someone who’s been 
in the Senate for almost two 
years, all I can say is that we’re 
WKHRIÀFLDOYRLFHVIRUVWXGHQWV
I’ve seen a lot of petitions 
circling around or students who 
said they want to do something 
in order to change something 
but a lot of them don’t seem to 
realize that’s not how you’re 
going to get things done,” he 
said.
     As of right now, the Student 
Senate is going through the 
process of verifying the votes 
DQGZLOOKDYHWKHÀQDOL]HG
result by April 6. This is to 
ensure fairness to all of the 
candidates and give them a 
chance to report any discrepan-
cies if present.
     After the results have 
EHHQÀQDOL]HGWKHVWXGHQW
body president-elect and vice 
president-elect will then move 
forward into the one-month 
transition period where they 
will work with the current Stu-
dent Body President Nicholas 
Fitzgerald and Vice President 
Tyler Silverwood to ensure that 
they are  prepared to lead the 
student body this coming fall.  
Photo courtesy of the University of New Hampshire.
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Spina elected student body president for 2021-2022 school year
with Sophia Spina
        By Aqeel Hisham
STAFF WRITER
     Improving mental health 
care resources, assuring trans-
parency, and achieving campus 
diversity and unity - those are 
the goals of Student Body Pres-
ident-elect Sophia Spina. On 
Sunday, March 28, Spina and 
running mate Alexandra Coella 
were elected as the 2021-2022 
student body president and 
student body vice president, 
respectively. A junior, Spina is 
majoring in psychology with 
a dual minor in writing and 
English, and although she may 
be regarded as a new face to 
Student Senate, she has ample 
experiences from her time in 
the organization. 
     A Maine native, Spina has 
been involved with the Student 
Senate ever since her freshman 
year. At that time, she was the 
WKLUGÁRRUUHSUHVHQWDWLYHIRU
her dorm building, Christensen 
Hall. 
     “I got introduced to Senate, 
and I just kind of fell in love 
with it and I was not like the 
most involved senator, but I 
just love being there and being 
a part of that community,” she 
said. 
     However, unlike most sena-
WRUV6SLQD·VORYHDWÀUVWVLJKW
with the organization was not 
because of her exposure to Sen-
ate during U-Day, or her back-
JURXQG,QIDFWWKHÀUVW6HQDWH
meeting that she attended was 
as a proxy for a friend who was 
in the Senate. 
     “I actually didn’t want to 
DWWHQGWKHPHHWLQJDWÀUVWEXW
my friend Gabby, who was 
also the senator for Christensen 
[begged me to] because she 
couldn’t make it to one of the 
weekly meetings on Sunday,” 
she explained.  
     She said that her initial 
experience with the Student 
Senate was very pleasant. “I 
didn’t do too much during my 
ÀUVWPHHWLQJ>DVDSUR[\@EXW
everyone was really friendly,” 
she said. Additionally, she said 
that then-president Ethan Mc-
Clanahan was very welcoming 
to her, which was when she 
initially became inspired to run 
for the student body president 
LQWKHÀUVWSODFH´+H0F&OD-
nahan) did such a good job and 
made everyone feel so comfort-
able and in Senate. He made it 
feel more casual and fun than 
other people I’ve seen [in that 
position],” said Spina. 
     Running for the student 
body president and vice 
president role has always been 
at the back of Spina’s mind. 
The idea initially came when 
students were sent back home 
last March. “I texted my friend 
ZKRZDVDOVRLQ6HQDWHDQG
VDLGWKDWZHVKRXOGGHÀQLWHO\
run [for the positions], we 
would do such a good job,” she 
said.  
     Spina’s idea was more of 
D´MRNHµDWÀUVWKRZHYHUWKH
recent loss of a friend due to 
suicide really gave her the push 
to step in and take action. “My 
good friend from UNH took 
his own life, and it made me 
realize that mental health re-
sources aren’t where they need 
to be and everyone is suffering 
because of the pandemic,” she 
said. This was one of the rea-
sons she believes why mental 
health care resources at UNH 
should be improved. 
     Aside from that, when asked 
about her thoughts regarding 
the biggest issue within the 
UNH community, she said that 
during her initial years of being 
in the Senate, she felt that there 
was a disconnection between 
all of the student organizations, 
especially the Fraternity and 
6RURULW\/LIH)6/FRPPX-
nity.  
     Although she hates to say 
it, she admitted that UNH is a 
“cliquey” school, which is a 
hard pill of a fact to swallow 
for some students. “Nobody 
in FSL wanted to be in Sen-
ate and vice versa. So, when I 
was involved in both FSL and 
Senate, I just think that we 
need to implement more ways 
to unite the campus rather than 
to create episodes of it. I want 
to implement ways that unify 
the student body and decrease 
divisions among students,” said 
Spina, who is also a member of 
the Alpha Chi Omega sorority.  
     In light of what has been 
happening around the country, 
Spina also hopes to increase 
and promote the importance 
of diversity since UNH is a 
predominantly white campus. 
“I am not a person of color and 
I don’t want to speak on behalf 
of them, but I am hoping to 
work with as many people of 
color as I can to help me and 
the rest of the campus under-
stand [their experience] and get 
the word out about diversity to 
help the campus become more 
XQLÀHGDQGGLYHUVHLQJHQHUDOµ
she commented.  
     The Student Senate scandal 
in 2019 has resulted in the or-
ganization’s reputation taking a 
dip. Spina said that she wasn’t 
sure if Senate handled the situ-
ation accordingly. “They kind 
of just shut it down… I don’t 
think Senate’s reputation has 
really recovered from that,” she 
said.
     However, Spina hopes to 
remove that stigma from the 
Student Senate and create a 
friendly and welcoming envi-
ronment within the organiza-
tion. “I want to make Senate 
more inviting and friendly, just 
like how it was when I was 
a freshman when everyone 
enjoyed going to the meet-
ings and isn’t feeling angry or 
hostile like it currently is right 
now,” she added.  
     Spina believes that she and 
vice president Alex Colella 
have what it takes to lead the 
student body this coming fall. 
“I think with the resources I 
have through Senate along with 
the connections I’ve made, I 
think I can do a pretty good job 
accomplishing the goals I said I 
would,” said Spina. 
Photo courtesy of Sophia Spina. 
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Freedom Café moves to Main Street
        By Isabelle Curtis
STAFF WRITER
(VWDEOLVKHGDVDQRQSURÀW
café dedicated to ending human 
WUDIÀFNLQJDQGWKHFRPPHU-
cial exploitation of people, 
the Freedom Café has made 
a home in the basement of 10 
Mill Road since 2013. How-
ever, after several years of 
SODQQLQJWKHFDIpLVRIÀFLDOO\
moving to 37 Main Street later 
this year.       
     Bryan Bessette, Freedom 
Café president and co-founder, 
explained the move was the 
ÀUVWSKDVHLQDODUJHUFRP-
munity development project. 
The Freedom Café, partnered 
with the Foundation for Civic 
Leadership (FCL), also has 
long-term plans to open up 
a location at 74 Main Street, 
next to the UNH & Seacoast 
Chabad Jewish Center. The 
new building will serve as a 
“multi-functional community 
space for social, civic, cultural 
DQGFKDQJHPDNLQJJDWKHU-
ings.”  
     “[This will] really be a 
space that epitomizes what cof-
fee shops have been throughout 
history. This place of revolu-
tion, insurrection, transfor-
mation. So, we’re excited to 
H[SDQGRQWKDWDQGZRUNZLWK
dozens or more local organiza-
tions to put this space togeth-
er,” said Bessette.
     The Freedom Café suspects 
it will be another couple of 
years before the move to 74 
Main Street with the develop-
ment. In the meantime, the 
café plans to roll out more 
food options at their new loca-
tion, including a more robust 
EUHDNIDVWPHQXDQGFUHSHV
More lunch options will also be 
offered after the 74 Main Street 
move.
     One of the most important 
components of the Freedom 
Café’s mission to end human 
WUDIÀFNLQJLVHWKLFDOIRRGFRQ-
sumption. Many café staples, 
such as coffee, sugar and choc-
olate, are also products that 
have the highest rates of human 
WUDIÀFNLQJ)RUH[DPSOHDW
least 20 countries use forced or 
child labor for the production 
of sugar, according to the U.S. 
Department of Labor.
     Bessette explained that 
being intentional about ethical 
food sourcing not only raises 
people’s awareness, but pay-
ing farmers living wages can 
help them build their local 
economies. The Freedom Café 
has seen some of their coffee 
suppliers transform their small, 
under-resourced economies 
into thriving communities with 
youth soccer leagues because 
they had the resources to em-
ploy other members of their 
community.
´,W·VH[FLWLQJWRNQRZWKDW
we’re investing in that all the 
way through the supply chain,” 
said Bessette.
     The Freedom Café has also 
invested in many other projects 
WRKHOSHQGKXPDQWUDIÀFNLQJ
Since their opening in spring 
2013, the café has raised over 
$60,000 for their mission. 
In addition, they have raised 
funds for Brigid’s House of 
Hope, Child Voice and New 
+DPSVKLUH+XPDQ7UDIÀFN-
LQJ&ROODERUDWLYH7DVN)RUFH
The Freedom Café also helped 
build a clinic in Nepal that 
decreased the number of local 
women dying in childbirth by 
45%. Most recently in 2019, 
they hosted two students from 
Mumbai who grew up near the 
red-light district to help them 
OHDUQYRFDWLRQDOVNLOOV
     Unfortunately, the Freedom 
Café’s 2020 fundraising for 
Brigid’s House of Hope was 
halted due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. With commu-
nity support, they still raised 
$10,000 for local food pantries 
and charities during the begin-
ning of quarantine.
+RZHYHUOLNHPDQ\'XU-
ham businesses, the Freedom 
Café is still feeling the effects 
of COVID-19. The pandemic 
has halved the number of 
daily customers, according 
to Bessette. He explained the 
main reason for the decrease 
is the café hasn’t been able to 
KRVWWKHLUXVXDORUZHHNO\
events. However, he plans to 
FRQWLQXHWKHFDIp·VZHHNO\OLYH
performances, such as Perform 
for Freedom and a new jazz 
brunch, in the future.
     “Things are starting to 
turn the corner and people are 
feeling more comfortable be-
ing out, so we’re optimistic,” 
%HVVHWWHVDLG´%XW,WKLQNWKH
move to Main Street will bring 
the Freedom Café a lot more 
visibility and help us connect 
with a broader audience in the 
Durham community.”  
Photo courtesy of the Freedom Café.
Spilling the tea since 1911
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By Evan Edmonds
STAFF WRITER
Ramon’s Food and Coffee 
Cart on 20 Academic Way will 
remain closed until the start of 
the fall 2021 semester. 
After initially planning to 
reopen in April, the announce-
ment was made on the Rrra-
mon’s Facebook page early this 
March that they would not be 
returning to the University of 
New Hampshire (UNH) campus 
until August. The post details 
the complications interfering 
with the return of the campus 
favorite coffee cart, but said 
those who still want delicious 
White Mountain Coffee can ar-
range a pick up time on campus 
with owners Ramon and Kristen 
Valdez. 
Due to the uncertainty 
regarding the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) cases on cam-
pus, including the conversion 
to orange mode of operations 
in February, they said it was 
best for them to postpone their 
reopening.  
“This was a very hard 
decision, but it’s a decision that 
works best for us at this time. 
We thank everyone for their 
support and patience, concerns 
and kindness,” the post said. 
In the meantime, Ramon 
and Kristin said they have been 
taking days one step at a time 
and caring for their family. They 
said they miss the UNH com-
munity very much and all the 
support has been heartwarming. 
5UUDPRQ¶VIHHOVFRQ¿GHQW
that the COVID-19 situation 
on campus will continue to 
improve as more folks get vac-
cinated and they look forward to 
opening “full swing” when the 
fall semester comes around. 
For those who love Rrra-
mon’s coffee - White Mountain 
- they can reach out to Ramon 
and Kristin through Facebook 
on Monday or Tuesday with 
WKHÀDYRUVWKH\ZDQWIRURQH
pound bags and arrange a time 
to pick them up by Friday of 
that week. Students can also 
order on the White Mountain 
Coffee site for delivery by mail. 
Their site features a variety of 
XQLTXHÀDYRUVWKDWDUH\HWWREH
featured at Rrramon’s, like Cin-
namon Hazelnut Creme, or Mint 
Chocolate Chip. Don’t forget 
some of the classic Rrramon’s 
favorites though: like White 
Chocolate Macadamia Nut and 
Christmas Cookie. 
Support for Rrramon’s 
among the UNH community 
has been resonating ever since 
they packed up for winter break. 
On the UNH music department 
Instagram, Rrramon’s Food and 
Coffee Cart was the winner of 
their March Madness themed 
UNH eatery bracket. The music 
department shared its excite-
ment to welcome Ramon and 
Kristin back to campus next fall. 
A GoFundMe page was 
started up in February for an 
“end of the year tip” to help 
out Rrramon’s from the lack 
of business as a result of the 
pandemic. Kelly Dixon, a UNH 
senior, started the fundraiser to 
help out Ramon and his family 
as small businesses have been 
impacted so heavily from all 
the factors of the pandemic. So 
far, the page has earned $2,315, 
way over the listed goal of $500 
with a total of 106 donors. 
On the Facebook page, 
Ramon thanked everyone in 
the community for the support 
and wrote: “I miss all of you 
students faculty and staff. I 
promise I will be back as soon 
as I can.” 
By Hannah Donahue
CONTENT EDITOR
Starting Apr. 2, New 
Hampshire residents age 16 and 
older will be eligible for the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) vacci-
nation, said Gov. Chris Sununu 
in a press conference on March 
25. This decision, however, 
does not include out-of-state 
college students or international 
students. 
The exclusion of out-of-
state college students from 
vaccinations has been taken 
as a troubling announcement 
for towns like Durham that are 
primarily considered college 
towns. Of the University of 
New Hampshire’s (UNH) more 
than 15,000 total students, ap-
proximately 44% are in-state 
students who would be eligible 
for the vaccine in the state.  
In the town of Durham’s 
Friday Update on March 26, 
Durham Town Administrator 
Todd Selig called on Sununu to 
rethink this action for the sake 
of the town.  
“Admin. Selig has urged 
that this approach be revisited, 
indicating that the develop-
ment of a vaccination POD for 
students at the University of 
New Hampshire in Durham (and 
in other college towns), similar 
to what was just undertaken for 
ORCSD staff, would present 
VLJQL¿FDQWSXEOLFKHDOWKEHQH¿WV
for host communities like Dur-
ham,” the update said. 
The update also suggested 
using the “one and done” John-
son & Johnson vaccination in 
order to vaccinate the UNH and 
Durham communities in a swift 
manner.  
In a prepared statement, 
Selig said, “Vaccinating college 
students as soon as possible in 
host communities with large 
concentrations of students like 
Durham, Keene, Plymouth, Ha-
nover, New London, etc. is very 
important for the health and 
welfare of all of our municipali-
ties, our residents, and for the 
state as a whole.” 
6XQXQXMXVWL¿HGKLV
decision in a press conference, 
stating one reason  for his 
decision - that many colleges 
are approaching the end of the 
academic year and there would 
not be enough time for them to 
receive their second dose prior 
to going home.  
“Even from a practical 
standpoint, it doesn’t make 
much sense to offer it to out-
of-state college students that 
are currently here. It just makes 
more sense for them to go back 
to their state, be part of their 
system, and get the vaccine 
while they’re home,” said 
Sununu. 
In addition to Selig’s efforts 
to get Sununu to rethink his 
decision, according to Seacoast 
2QOLQHQRQSUR¿W1HZ+DPS-
shire College and University 
Council (NHCUC) is also urg-
ing Sununu to change his mind. 
The council is a consortium of 
21 public and private colleges 
and universities in New Hamp-
shire including UNH. 
NHCUC Chair and Presi-
dent of New England College 
Michele Perkins said, “The New 
Hampshire College and Uni-
versity Council has entered into 
discussions with the Governor’s 
2I¿FHWRLGHQWLI\DWLPHIUDPH
for out of state students to be 
eligible for the state’s VINI 
registration program.” 
While Sununu’s decision 
currently stands, New Hamp-
shire residents continue to urge 
him to reconsider. In an opinion 
piece with InDepthNH.org, for-
mer state epidemiologist Rich 
DiPentima wrote that he felt 
Sununu’s decision “makes no 
public health sense and places 
NH residents at risk.” 
“This virus does not know 
the difference between a student 
who is a NH resident and one 
who is a resident of another 
state living in one of our college 
towns,” stated DiPentima. 
Rrramon’s delays reopening until fall semester
Out-of-state students not eligible for vaccine in N.H.
Photo courtesy of RamonValdez.




Young fashion designer donates to COVID-19 relief
Photos courtesy of MAD-X .
    By Aubrey Benoit      
       STAFF WRITER   
     MAD-X started less than a 
year ago. With an array of tie-
dyed sweatsuits and stickers, 
designer and owner, Madeline 




     The 26 year old studied 
fashion and production out of 
/DVHOO8QLYHUVLW\7KHWLHG\HG
loungewear was actually an 
accident by Hixon during her 
quarantine hobbies. “When 
you go to fashion school you 
learn how to make a brand,” 
+L[RQVDLG7KHUH·VDVSHFLÀF
niche she wanted to make; 
Scott Disick matching, acid-
wash sweat suits sold by his 
company, “Talentless,” sparked 
KHUH\HWKHPRVW+RZHYHUWKH
personal tag on her clothing is 
what makes it different from 
HYHU\RQHHOVH
     She purposely prints the tag 
of her clothing on the front, for 
all to see exactly what her com-
pany represents. “Made in the 
USA. A portion of the proceeds 
going towards families & busi-
nesses affected by COVID-19,” 
MAD-X apparel reads. Hixon 
is hoping that if people know 
WKDWWKHFORWKLQJJLYHVWRWKRVH
struggling with COVID-19, 
it will encourage them to be 
kinder. 
     In her graduating year, 
+L[RQOHIW/DVHOO8QLYHUVLW\
ZLWKDEDQJ+HUÀQDOSURMHFW
was circulated around “disor-
ders and diseases” that are not 
seen as beautiful to the eye. 
By taking the cell mutations of 
said diseases and disorders and 
putting them on the outside, 
she was able to make beautiful 
garments to be displayed. This 
ZDV+L[RQ·VÀUVWLQFOLQDWLRQ
that she wanted to do some-
WKLQJPRUHWKDQMXVWPDNLQJ
clothes. 
     Hixon was working in New 
York City when COVID-19 
KLWDQGVKHKDGWRPRYHEDFN
home. With rent and other 
necessities to pay, Hixon knew 
she had to come up with some 
extra cash to help herself out. 
She had played around with a 
EOHDFKG\HVHWRYHUTXDUDQWLQH
and her manager suggested she 
VHOOWKHP$VDQDYLGWUDYHOHU
and YouTuber, Hixon’s follow-
ing on social media was strong 
enough for her to put her work 
out there and get something 
out of it. After posting a few 
pictures and collaborating with 
LQÁXHQFHU$OLVKD0DULHKHU
FRPSDQ\0$';WRRNÁLJKW
     MAD-X stars Hixon as the 
CEO, a manager to handle 
inquiries and take photos, 
an intern to market on social 
media and a few models. Their 
collaborations work together 
perfectly to make the magic 
that is MAD-X. 
´,·YHDOZD\VZDQWHGWRJLYH
back to something beyond 
clothing; fashion has this rap 
RIEHLQJYHU\VXSHUÀFLDOµ
Hixon said. Her empathy and 
GULYHWRGHYHORSVRPHWKLQJWKDW
represents more than looks is 
LQFUHGLEO\SURJUHVVLYHIRUWKH
fashion industry. 
     From mass production to 
greenhouse gases from fac-
tory functions, big fashion 
industries are becoming more 
corrupt, according to Sustain 
\RXU6W\OH<RXQHYHUUHDOO\
know where your money is go-
ing. “I think people are starting 
to realize how cool it can feel 
to promote a small business,” 
Hixon said. 
     All of MAD-X packaging 
and thank you notes are 100% 
recyclable, while their stickers 
are 100% compostable. They 
work incredibly hard to be 
HQYLURQPHQWDOO\IULHQGO\´:H
FDUHDORWDERXWWKHHQYLURQ-
ment and are trying to not turn 
into those brands that are add-
ing to all the plastic and waste 
EHFDXVHZHGRQ·WKDYHWKDW
much longer,” Hixon said. 
     Between The American 
Foundation for Suicide Pre-
YHQWLRQWRD%ODFNVRXWKHUQ
women’s consortium, MAD-X 
ZRUNVZLWKDYDULHW\RIEHQ-
HÀFLDULHVLQRUGHUWRJLYHEDFN
to a broad spectrum of people 
directly affected. There are 
HYHQLQGLYLGXDOVZKRZRXOG
reach out to Hixon personally 
about their struggles during the 
pandemic and she would help 
them out. 
+L[RQKDVHYHQJLYHQEDFN
using her own money. In 2019, 
VKHYLVLWHG*KDQDDQGERXJKW
the children paper and pens so 
WKH\GLGQ·WKDYHWRZULWHZLWK
chalk anymore. “When you see 
LWÀUVWKDQGWKHDFWXDOLPSDFWD
OLWWOHWKLQJFDQPDNH«LWGURYH
home my need to be more 
philanthropic and to see my 
OLIHRXWRIP\RZQSULYLOHJHµ
Hixon said. 
     Once the pandemic dims, 
Hixon hopes to keep the same 
philanthropic ideology. She 
ZRXOGORYHWRFUHDWHDOLIHVW\OH
brand through collaborating 
with local companies, show-
casing small businesses to 
make something more than 
loungewear. 
     There’s still a lot to learn 
for a company that is less than 
a year old, but Hixon has man-
aged to donate  $3000  so far. 
“We hope to get to 10K by the 
end of 2021,” Hixon said.
0$';LVDUHIRUPDWLYH
and forward-looking company 
that is focused on granting 
the impaired parts of society. 
A trendsetter and inspiring 
designer, Hixon sets new stan-
dards for the future of Ameri-
can fashion. 
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Seaspiracy or ConspiraSea?
      By Shawn Latulippe
        DESIGN EDITOR
7KHQHZ1HWÁL[GRFXPHQWD-
ry “Seaspiracy” made a splash 
RIFRQWURYHUV\RQPRUHWKDQLWV




been called “ConspiraSea” 
instead. But hate the name or 
ORYHLWWKHÀOPLVVXUHWRPDNH
anyone think twice before eat-
ing seafood.
7KHQDPHFRQWURYHUV\
worked out surprisingly well 
for producers, Ali Tabrizi and 
Lucy Tabrizi, who said they 
KDYHUHFHLYHGPRUHDWWHQWLRQ
than they expected simply from 
people commenting on the 
IDFWWKDWWKH\EHOLHYHWKHQDPH
VKRXOGKDYHEHHQ´&RQVSLUD-
Sea.” The reason for the name 
“Seaspiracy” was to relate to 
WKHPRYLH·VSUHGHFHVVRU´&RZ-
spiracy” and because they 
thought the name “Conspira-
6HDµZRXOGKDYHEHHQFRQIXV-
ing to spell.




dition to the damage caused 
to the ocean and sea creatures 
by the industry and the health 
ULVNVIURPHDWLQJÀVK$QG
while these claims may be a 
shock to some people, many of 
WKHIDFWVLQWKHÀOPKDYHEHHQ
known for a while. 
     One bold claim is that 
approximately 46% of the 79 
thousand tons of ocean plastic 
LQWKH*UHDW3DFLÀF*DUEDJH
3DWFKLVPDGHXSRIÀVKLQJ
nets, some as large as football 
ÀHOGV7KLVLVWUXHDFFRUGLQJ
to a study published in March 
LQ6FLHQWLÀF5HSRUWV$F-
cording to the Chief Scientist 
DWWKH2FHDQ&RQVHUYDQF\
*HRUJH/HRQDUG´$WOHDVWKDOI
of [...ocean plastic waste] is not 
consumer plastics, which are 
central to much of the current 
GHEDWHEXWÀVKLQJJHDUµ




been reported on before by the 
(QYLURQPHQWDO-XVWLFH)RXQGD-
WLRQ·V(-)UHSRUW%ORRGDQG




the E.U. and U.S. to Asia and 
South America. According to 





physical and sexual assault and 
PXUGHUDERDUGÀVKLQJYHVVHOV
from 13 countries operating 
across three oceans.”
7KLVVODYHU\DWVHDVKRZ-
cases a horrifying human rights 
issue. Other claims in the docu-
mentary showcase the harm 
done to sea life, like sharks, 
whales and dolphins. 
     Something that may 
VKRFNWXQDORYHUVLVWKDWWKH
“Dolphin-Safe” label on tuna 
cannot guarantee that all tuna 
brands with that label actually 
didn’t harm or kill dolphins. 
The “Dolphin-Safe” label is 
supposed to signify that no 
dolphins were killed or seri-
RXVO\LQMXUHGDVDUHVXOWRIWKH
catching of the tuna contained 
in certain brands. Mark Palmer 
of the Earth Island Institute, the 
organization behind the “Dol-
phin-Safe” logo, confessed to a 
FRQÁLFWRILQWHUHVWEHWZHHQWKH
companies and organizations 
that dole out “Dolphin-Safe” 
DQGUHODWHGODEHOVDQGWKHÀVK-
LQJRSHUDWLRQVWKH\JLYHWKHP
to. He admitted that they could 
not fully guarantee that no 
dolphins were harmed during 
WKHFDWFKLQJRIWXQDHYHQZLWK
“Dolphin-Safe” labels.
     “Seaspiracy” also managed 
to showcase an organization 
doing hard work to stop illegal 
ÀVKLQJWKH6HD6KHSKHUG
&RQVHUYDWLRQ6RFLHW\6HD
Shepherd is an international, 
QRQSURÀWPDULQHFRQVHUYD-
tion organization that engages 
in direct action campaigns to 
GHIHQGZLOGOLIHDQGFRQVHUYH
and protect the world’s oceans 
from illegal exploitation and 
HQYLURQPHQWDOGHVWUXFWLRQ
,QDQLQWHUYLHZUHJDUGLQJWKH
“Dolphin-Safe” tuna label, 
Sea Shepherd’s Captain Peter 
Hammarstedt explained that 





but “Seaspiracy” makers also 
emphasized in an Instagram 
Q&A that it is still important 
for people to cut down on 
WKHLULQGLYLGXDOSODVWLFXVHDV
ZHOO7KHHQGRIWKHÀOPDOVR
featured information about the 
KHDOWKGRZQVLGHVWRHDWLQJÀVK
such as mercury contamina-
tion, Polychlorinated biphenyls 
(PCBs) and microplastics 
LQDOPRVWHYHU\ÀVKWKDWLV
consumed. They also showed 
some of the terrible conditions 
RIIDUPLQJÀVKWKDWVKRZWKDW
NHHSLQJÀVKLQFORVHSUR[LPLW\
increases chances of disease. 
Farmed salmon in particular 
are susceptible to outbreaks 
of sea lice, according to the 




ronmental and animal rights 
reasons, but one of the hardest 
WKLQJVIRUPHWRJLYHXSZDV
tuna. Back when I ate tuna, 
I would always look for the 
´'ROSKLQ6DIHµWXQDDQGHYHQ
now it feels discouraging to 
realize that the labels can’t 




healthy for you because of the 
omega-3 fatty acids in it. The 
one part of the equation I was 
PLVVLQJZDVWKDWÀVKGRQ·W
actually make omega-3s; they 
get them from eating algae. So 
QRZ,HDWZKDWWKHÀVKHDWDQG
skip the middleman. According 
to the Physicians Committee 
IRU5HVSRQVLEOH0HGLFLQH
omega-3 fatty acids are readily 
DYDLODEOHLQDZLGHYDULHW\RI
SODQWIRRGVOLNHZDOQXWVÁD[-
seeds, chia seeds, hemp seeds, 
edamame, seaweed, and algae. 
2WKHUJUHHQOHDI\YHJHWDEOHV
and beans also contain small 
amounts. Additionally, omega-
3s from a source like algae 
GRQ·WKDYHWR[LFFKHPLFDOV
like PCBs found in some sea 
creatures. If you get to the end 
of “Seaspiracy” and realize you 
ZDQWWRFXWGRZQRQ\RXUÀVK
intake, do not fear, there are 
ORWVRIRPHJDVRXUFHVDYDLO-
able for you.
     But it’s important to note af-
WHUZDWFKLQJWKLVÀOPZKRWKH
real culprit is, the commercial 
ÀVKLQJLQGXVWU\6PDOOSRSXOD-
WLRQVRISHRSOHRUQDWLYHRU
indigenous people catching 
ÀVKDQGHDWLQJLWLVQ·WZKHUH
the problem lies. It’s the large 
ÀVKLQJLQGXVWU\GHVWUR\LQJRXU
VHDVDQGWDNLQJÀVKIURPWKH
local people as well. And if 
\RXJHWWRWKHHQGRIWKHÀOP
and want to know more about 
WKHHQYLURQPHQWDOLPSDFWRI
animal agriculture, make sure 
to watch “Cowspiracy,” my 
IDYRULWHGRFXPHQWDU\,I\RX
can’t quit seafood, maybe try to 
FXWEDFNDELWWRKHOSVDYHRXU
planet. 
Photo courtesy of Netflix.
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Professor Prelli wins Lindberg Award
     By Mandy Rosenberg
        CONTRIBUTING
                WRITER
      
(DFK\HDU7KH8QLYHUVLW\
of New Hampshire (UNH) 
College of Liberal Arts awards 
“a truly outstanding scholar 
and teacher” with the Lindberg 
Award. Tenured professors are 
nominated by UNH faculty 




     The 2021 Lindberg was 
awarded to Professor Lawrence 
Prelli from the communications 
department. Dean of the Col-
lege of Liberal Arts, Michele 
Dillon, introduced Prelli and 
his ledger of scholarly work 
ZKLFKVSDQVRYHU\HDUV
Prelli became a part of the 
UNH staff in 1986. He is most 
renowned for his scholarly 
work which focuses on the 
rhetorical analysis of symbolic 
DFWLRQVDQGVFLHQWLÀFGLVFRXUVH
ZKLFKZDVWKHVXEMHFWRIKLV
1989 book published by the 
South Carolina Press, “A 
5KHWRULFRI6FLHQFH,QYHQWLQJ
6FLHQWLÀF'LVFRXUVHµ,QSDVW
years, Professor Prelli won an 
award for Teacher Excellence 
at UNH. 








     As the title suggests, Prelli 
JDYHWKHOHFWXUHLQWKUHHSDUWV
,QWURGXFLQJKLVWRSLF&LYLO:DU
Memorials and their interac-





on the National Mall in D.C., 
DQG7KH6KDZDQG7KHWK
5HJLPHQWPHPRULDOORFDWHGRQ
the Boston Common. 
     He went on to compare the 
similarity (all three memori-
als feature a commander on a 
horse) which each memorial 
VKDUHVDQGKRZWKHLULQGLYLGX-
alities send different rhetori-
FDOPHVVDJHV7KH5REHUW(
Lee statue presents Lee in full 
control, the horse’s head is 




ing him, collapsing to their 
unkindly fate. Lastly, Shaw’s 
memorial, while his manner-




ing the soldiers which carry 
his purpose. Prelli emphasized 
the importance that each mes-
sage these statues send when 
shaping the public memory. In 
5REHUW(/HH·VLWSHUSHWXDWHV
the myth of the “lost cause” of 
WKHFRQIHGHUDF\,Q*UDQW·VKLV
humane nature and struggle as 
a leader of The Union, honor-
LQJKLVWLWOHZLWKRXWHOHYDWLQJ
KLPDERYHWKHWLWOHRIKXPDQ-
ity. And in Shaw’s, the impor-
WDQFHWKHWKUHJLPHQWKHOG
     In counter-memorials, Prelli 
GLVFXVVHGWKHÀUVWPHPRULDO
to a black man, tennis player 
Arthur Ashe, erected in 1996. 
Additionally, he discussed the 
empowering image which one 
created of the exact replica of 
the Arthur Ashe Monument in-
stead of a man with dreadlocks 
and Nike shoes. 
     He commented on how the 
VWDWXHRI5REHUW(/HHKDV
EHFRPHDPDVVLYHV\PERO
for expressing modern at-
titudes towards racism. While 





protests. These images, Prelli 
suggests, are more powerful in 
LQYRNLQJFKDQJHUHÁHFWLRQDQG
discussion around anti-racism 
than the statue is, should it be 
UHPRYHG
     Nearing the end of his 
presentation, Prelli spoke of the 
SRZHUZKLFKPHPRULDOVKDYH
to remind us of the inhumanity 
of the past; that memorials can 
VHUYHDVDV\PERORIUHÁHFWLRQ
RIDKLVWRU\RIHYLOVDQGKRZLW
has brought us to our present. 
6SHFLÀFDOO\KHVXJJHVWHGWKH
V\PEROLFSRWHQWLDORIUHÁHFWLRQ
and acknowledgement onto a 
United States history, a memo-
ULDOWRVODYHU\VLWXDWHGDWWKH
1DWLRQDO0DOOZRXOGVHUYH
     Afterwards, the dean opened 
the lecture for questions which 
HYRNHGDEULHIFRQYHUVDWLRQ
about when these statues were 
erected and how they par-
ticularly affected the public 
memory.
      By Rhianwen Watkins
           CONTRIBUTING   
     WRITER
7KH8QLYHUVLW\RI1HZ
Hampshire (UNH) Theatre De-
partment faced many challeng-
HVWKLV\HDUDVWKH\QDYLJDWHG
ways to cope with COVID-19 
restrictions amidst performing 
their 2020-2021 performance 
season. 
     “Because of COVID, we 
REYLRXVO\DUHVRFLDOGLVWDQF-
ing, and were staying away 
IURPSHRSOH:HGRQ·WKDYH








     Students must stay 6 feet 
away from each other at all 
times, wear masks and limit 
close contacts, according to the 
UNH THDA website, to com-
ply with the Center for Disease 
&RQWURODQG3UHYHQWLRQ&'&
guidelines. 
     The department most re-
cently put on a production of “I 
/RYH<RX<RX·UH3HUIHFW1RZ
Change,” directed by assistant 
professor and director of the 
musical theater program, Tom 
Alsip.
     “One of the reasons why 
we chose the show is because 
it would work well under the 
COVID restrictions,” says Al-
sip. “It’s a small cast. The other 
EHQHÀWLVLWVYHU\PDOOHDEOHµ
     The actors started rehears-
LQJLQ1RYHPEHURYHUDFRXUVH
of three weeks to learn music 
and do character work. They 
then had a two-month break 
EHIRUHMXPSLQJLQWRLQSHUVRQ
rehearsals at the beginning of 
the semester. The show was 
done in a staged reading style, 
with only four actors onstage 
at a time, each standing at a 
PLFURSKRQHWRPLQLPL]HPRYH-
ment and physical interaction. 
     “We used eight micro-
SKRQHVHYHQWKRXJKRQO\IRXU
people were at a time, so we 




     According to a study led by 
VFLHQWLVWVDWWKH8QLYHUVLW\RI
Bristol, singing does not gener-





     “The costume designer 
JDYHXVVSHFLDOO\GHVLJQHG
masks that would allow us to 
VLQJSURSHUO\DQGKDYHIXOO
MDZPRYHPHQWµVDLGMXQLRU
musical theater minor, Megan 
Murphy who was in the cast of 
the show.
     “Because of the masks be-
ing on your face, you can only 
really work with your eyes so 
that requires so much more 
acting in fact and so much 
PRUHWKRXJKWLQWRHYHU\WKLQJ




     Sophomore musical theatre 
PDMRU=HNH6ROLVZKRKDV
taken part in multiple theatrical 
productions this year, said one 
of the hardest parts of perform-
LQJWKURXJK&29,'LVKDYLQJ
to limit physical contact. 
     “I had a couple of intimacy 
scenes that I needed to do, but 
of course, it had to be socially 
distanced, so that was strange 
to kind of get used to,” said 
Solis. 
     Another hardship is lack of 
audience, said Alsip. “In the 
URRPDIWHUHYHU\VFHQHWKH
song would end, and nobody 
would clap. And then they’d 
PDNHDMRNHDQGQRERG\
would laugh,” said Alsip. “So, 
I think that’s what I’m missing 
most because there’s an energy 
the audience brings.” 
     Solis said he was a part 
of the school’s production 
of “A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream,”which was done in the 
VW\OHRIDÀOP
     “I think this was an interest-
LQJH[SHULHQFHIRUDOORIXVMXVW
LQWKHIDFWWKDWZLWKÀOP\RX
get to do another take if you 
don’t like it but in theatre its 
one shot and you’re done,” said 
Solis. 
     The school’s upcoming 
SURGXFWLRQRIWKH*UHHNSOD\
“Hecuba,” directed by theater 
SURIHVVRU'DYLG.D\HLVVHW




     “This is going to be a real 
OLYHWKHDWUHSHUIRUPDQFH
because we’re performing it 
RXWVLGHLQWKH5XGPDQ$P-
phitheatre where we can easily 
get lots of social distance,” 
VDLG.D\H´(YHQDWWRIHHW
distance in that space I think 
we can get an audience of at 
least 100.” 
     Kaye explained that the per-
IRUPHUVZLOOEHZHDULQJ*UHHN
DQG5RPDQVW\OHPDVNVZKLFK
will double as COVID-19 
masks.
     “We’re doing it in a tradi-
WLRQDO*UHHNDQG5RPDQVW\OHµ
said Shaffritz, who has been 
cast as a percussionist in the 
production.
      Kaye said, “we’ll be able 
to experience the play and the 
interaction with the audience 
that ultimately is what theatre 
is all about.” 
Theatre Dept. adapts to COVID-19 restrictions
Photo courtesy of the University of New Hampshire.
THE NEW HAMPSHIRE Thursday, April 1, 2021 11Opinion
The MLB’s responsibility to stand up for minority voters
      By Brackett Lyons
STAFF WRITER
     Georgia, the state set to host 
the 2021 Major League Base-
ball (MLB) All-Star Game has 
come under national scrutiny 
for a law placing restrictions on 
voting, which will dispropor-
tionately impact Black Ameri-
cans and other minorities, 
according to the Los Angeles 
Times. Players, coaches and 
the MLB have an opportunity 
to stand up for what’s right. 
     Georgia, a long-time Re-
publican stronghold recently 
ÁLSSHG´EOXHµLQWKH
presidential and senate run-
off elections. The state’s lean 
toward voting Democratic 
worried the Republican-trifecta 
state legislature who rushed 
through a bill aimed at chang-
ing voting laws in the state. 
These laws range from limiting 
mail-in-ballot drop off loca-
tions to banning the distribu-
tion of food and water to voters 
waiting in line.  
     The All-Star Game will be 
the 91st in MLB history. That 
history is one marred with seg-
regation and racism that per-
sists to this day. The MLB has 
come a long way since Jackie 
5RELQVRQZDVÀUVWSHOWHGZLWK
racial abuse with the Brooklyn 
Dodgers, but the stain of hate 
can still be seen in the game, 
just as it still stains the United 
States as a whole. 
     Racism has festered in 
this country for centuries and 
continues to take different 
forms. With the police killings 
of George Floyd and Breonna 
Taylor, protests engulfed the 
nation, including professional 
sports. Athletes in various 
leagues, most notably the 
NBA, protested the injustice 
toward Black Americans 
and other minorities in many 
ways. Inspired by former San 
Francisco 49ers quarterback 
Colin Kaepernick, many took 
a knee during the playing of 
the national anthem. Others 
wore shirts with messages 
OLNH´%ODFN/LYHV0DWWHUµRU
walked off the court in protest.  
     The location of the All-Star 
Game presents an opportunity 
for MLB players and teams to 
stand up against this law and 
furthermore, to stand up for 
what is right. Players and teams 
have vast fanbases that give 
WKHPLQFUHGLEOHLQÁXHQFHLQ
the public discourse. In recent 
years more and more athletes 
KDYHXVHGWKHLULQÁXHQFHWR
push for social justice and 
equity. Players have a chance 
to make their voices, and the 
voices of minorities in Georgia, 
heard this summer.  
     It is a lot to ask of these 
players. Their job description 
does not include advocating 
social reform and political ac-
tivism. But, in the face of such 
archaic and racially-motivated 
laws, players do not have the 
option to stay silent, for silence 
will be taken as complicity.  
     Jackie Robinson’s number 
42 hangs in Truist Park, just 
as it does in every other MLB 
stadium. That number honors 
a man who would not be silent 
on racism in America. Robin-
VRQRQFHVDLGWKDW´OLIHLVQRWD
spectator sport. If you’re going 
to spend your whole life in the 
grandstand just watching what 
goes on, in my opinion, you’re 
ZDVWLQJ\RXUOLIHµ,WLVWLPHIRU
MLB players to decide if they 
will stay in the stands or take 
action. If the All-Star game 
remains in Atlanta, the players 
selected to play should boycott 
the game.
     The players are not the only 
ones who need to take ac-
tion. The MLB and its owners 
hold the true power over what 
baseball does. MLB com-
missioner Rob Manfred said 
when announcing the league’s 
partnership with Civic Alli-
DQFHWKDW´7KHULJKWWRYRWHLVD
pillar of American democracy, 
a privilege that we should 
DOODSSUHFLDWHDQGH[HUFLVHµ
Manfred needs to live up to his 
word and move the game out of 
a state attempting to silence its 
minority voters.  
Photo courtesy of MLB.com.
What do you think about the new Georgia voting law?
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Back in January 2021, New 
Hampshire was administering 
fewer doses per 100,000 people 
than their neighboring states, Ver-
mont and Maine. They initially 
received 12,000 doses according 
to the New Hampshire Public 
Health Association. 
After that rocky, but eventu-
ally productive first few months 
of N.H.’s coronavirus (COV-
ID-19) vaccine rollout, perhaps 
the most important week of distri-
bution and registration has come. 
Starting this past Monday, 
March 29, anyone that is age 40 
or over could register for the vac-
cine, followed by people that are 
30 and over on Wednesday and 16 
and over on Friday. As of Mon-
day, 35,000 N.H. citizens were 
able to register for vaccination ap-
pointments without any hiccups.  
Last week, many over the 
age of 50 had a hard time regis-
tering for the state-run Vaccina-
tion Immunization Navigation 
Interface (VINI) system before it 
was eventually resolved through 
constant stress testing according 
to Gov. Chris Sununu.  
Despite the confusion with 
the registration software, Sununu 
urged N.H. residents to sign up 
for the approximately 100,000 
open vaccination appointment 
slots this week. 
The vaccine rollout in N.H. 
is progressing, and the later phas-
es are coming to fruition faster 
than the previously mentioned 
surrounding states. For example, 
Vermont will not start letting peo-
ple that are 16-years-old and older 
to register until April 19; over two 
weeks past N.H.’s date. 
Something that caught the 
eye of many of these residents re-
ceiving the vaccine was that out-
of-state and non-N.H. resident 
college students have to return to 
their home states to register for 
and get the vaccine. 
Sununu made it clear that he 
thought it was pointless for these 
students to get the vaccine “over” 
residents of his state because they 
aren’t that high of a priority in 
terms of riskiness. “New Hamp-
shire residents cannot be put be-
hind out of state, low-risk college 
students,” Sununu’s spokesper-
son, Ben Vihstadt said. 
In an interview with the 
New Haven Register, Vihstadt 
noted that this will not be chang-
ing despite efforts from the N.H. 
College and University Council, 
Democratic lawmakers and col-
lege students. Sununu’s stated that 
the only way this would change 
was if N.H. got a significant in-
crease in vaccine inventory, as 
vaccine appointments would have 
to be pushed back. He also ex-
plained that the limited remaining 
time in the academic year had a 
lot to do with his decision. 
Sununu’s logic for wanting 
to get N.H. residents vaccinated 
first is a totally plausible one. He 
should want them to be safe and 
healthy (obviously). That’s his 
job. However, these same citi-
zens that he’s trying to protect are 
walking around the out-of-state 
college students every single day 
nine months out of the year, and 
many of them stick around for the 
summer as well. They are affect-
ing the health of Granite Staters 
every day, and that needs to be 
taken into account.  
Something else to keep in 
mind is that these college students 
are about to travel back home to 
their home states in a few months. 
While that is a reason for them 
to wait to get vaccinated in Su-
nunu’s eyes, I think it’s quite the 
opposite. College campuses have 
been epicenters for COVID-19, 
especially in N.H. The three 
towns with the highest overall 
cases since the pandemic started 
are Durham (1923 cases), Dover 
(1988 cases) and Manchester 
(10,551). New Hampshire college 
towns and cities have been noto-
rious for having the most COV-
ID-19 cases since the start of the 
fall 2020 semester. These towns 
and cities are all located at or near 
UNH campuses, something that 
has been alarming to the state.  
In terms of Sununu’s time 
constraint excuse, the Johnson 
and Johnson vaccine that only 
requires one dose would handle 
those issues. If those doses were 
relegated to college students, es-
pecially out-of-state ones, then it 
would allow for a lot of issues to 
be solved. 
It’s not easy for some stu-
dents to go home because of the 
travel costs and the time frame 
within the academic year, espe-
cially with no spring break this 
semester at UNH. 
Sununu’s ideals on vaccine 
distribution in N.H. concerning 
college students is not totally 
misguided, but reform needs to 
be in order. He should not just be 
focused on the residents and citi-
zens of his state, but also the ones 
that can affect their health and 
well-being as well, not to mention 




“Sununu’s logic for wanting to get N.H. resi-
dents vaccinated first is a totally plausible one. He 
should want them to be safe and healthy (obvious-
ly). That’s his job. However, these same citizens that 
he’s trying to protect are walking around the out-
of-state college students every single day... They are 
affecting the health of Granite Staters every day, 
and that needs to be taken into account.”
Vaccine for one, vaccine for all
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     On March 13, 2020 the 
NCAA initiated a dead period 
that suspended nationwide 
recruiting until April 15. A 
year later, and the dead period 
is still in place, leaving the 
University of New Hampshire 
81+IRRWEDOOUHÁHFWLQJRQ
how it’s affected recruiting 
then and now. 
     For James Ventresca, 
UNH’s director of football 
operations, the start of the dead 
period came at the worst time. 
His staff was preparing to start 
the 2020 recruiting process 
in March when the NCAA 
announced the ongoing dead 
period. 
     “[When COVID and the 
dead period began] we essen-
tially decided not to recruit at 
all,” Ventresca noted.
     In contrast to the current 
status of recruiting, the 2019-
2020 Football Championship 
Subdivision (FCS) recruiting 
calendar contained three dead 
SHULRGV7KHÀUVWODVWHGIURP
August until September. The 
second ranged from Dec. 16 to 
Jan. 16, and the third ran from 
Feb. 3 to Feb. 6.  
     What makes this current 
dead period so devasting for 
UNH is the number of re-
strictions. According to the 
NCAA’s website, a dead period 
does not allow coaches to have 
face-to-face interactions with 
potential recruits or their fami-
lies. Coaches are also not al-
lowed to watch student-athletes 
compete in person nor can they 
visit their high schools. The 
only permitted lines of commu-
nication between programs and 
student-athletes are writing and 
telephone. 
     To make up for that in 
person aspect, UNH has begun 
using virtual tours via Zoom 
for potential recruits. These 
started over the summer and 
have persisted since.
     Both Ventresca and Associ-
ate Athletic Director Shawn 
*UHHQHÀQGWKDW=RRPDQG
virtual recruiting doesn’t allow 
the same interaction between a 
program and a potential recruit. 
     “You don’t get to shake 
kid’s hands, look them in the 
eye. You don’t get to know 
their personality through 
a screen,” said Ventresca. 
“Friday night when we did the 
game day tour kids were quiet, 
they didn’t ask a lot of ques-
tions.”
     Greene agreed, saying 
coaches can know a player’s 
stats, speed, and size, but they 
don’t know how they’ll interact 
with both their teammates and 
their opponents alike. Not un-
derstanding that aspect makes 
it harder to determine if a 
SOD\HUZLOOSURSHUO\ÀWLQZLWK
a locker room he said. 
     Yet, for all its pitfalls, 
Greene said colleges may use 
the results from the previous 
year to maintain some level of 
virtual recruitment. Both due to 
WKHÁH[LELOLW\EXWDOVRGXHWR
WKHVDYLQJVLQWUDYHOH[SHQVHV
    “Athletic directors want 
coaches to be able to get out on 
the road for all the reasons we 
just talked about; but maybe 
they don’t need to be on the 
road nearly as much as they 
used to be,” said Greene.
    According to Ventresca, one 
of the other challenges posed 
by COVID-19 was evaluating 
potential recruits that did not 
have a senior seasons. Where 
larger schools begin the recruit-
ment process in the summer, 
UNH increases its pursuit of 
players, especially seniors later 
in the fall.
     “Usually, we get to evalu-
ate guys a little bit later than 
some of the Football Bowl 
Subdivision (FBS) schools. We 
get late-developers, guys that 
are having better senior years 
than they did junior years, so 
not having senior tape hurt us a 
ORWµ9HQWUHVFDH[SODLQHG
     The oddity of NCAA foot-
ball and the recruiting pro-
cess was summarized best by 
Ventresca. 
     “I mean, we were playing 
a game in March and doing a 
tour on Zoom,” he said. 
     UNH is scheduled to play 
QH[WDJDLQVWWKH5KRGH,VODQG
5DPVRQ$SU









defeated the Wildcats with a 
ÀQDOVFRUHRI
     UNH sophomore goalkeeper 
Jemma Woods had a career-
high 11 saves throughout the 
game. Eight of which were in 
WKHWKLUGTXDUWHU6KHEULHÁ\
H[LWHGWKHJDPHGXULQJWKH
second quarter when she was 
struck with a shot above her leg 
SDGV5HGVKLUWIUHVKPDQ1LNNL
Tredwell took over letting in 
only one goal. 
     Maine developed pressure 
ÀUVWLQWKHEHJLQQLQJVHF-
onds of the game, with a shot 





penalty corner of the game, 
the shot was taken by fresh-
PDQ5RVDOLH3RVW$GLUHFW
shot from the top of the circle 
was smacked aside by Maine’s 
junior goalie Mia Borley. The 
Wildcats continued to apply 
pressure after the failed attempt 
and were rewarded with a 
second penalty corner. Borley 
saved yet another shot from the 
WRSRIWKHFLUFOHE\3RVW
     In the second quarter Woods 
was taken out after receiving 
the shot above her leg pads, 
Tredwell entered the game at 
the 21st minute. In the 26th 
minute Maine took the 1-0 lead 
ZLWKDJRDOVFRUHGE\ÀIWK\HDU
Brittany Smith. After a broken 
play off of a penalty corner, 
senior Abby Webber sent a pass 
down low, and Smith took the 
shot into the righthand corner. 
Woods reentered the game with 
2:12 remaining in the half. 
VHFRQGVLQWRWKHWKLUG
quarter Maine’s junior Chloe 
Walton scored a goal and the 
Black Bears took the 2-0 lead. 
$WWKHWK minute Woods 
fought hard to stop consecutive 
shots from Maine in a span of 
eight seconds.
     UNH senior captain Isabelle 
Danahy intercepted a pass 
DWPLGÀHOGDQGVKRWWKHSDVV
forward through the middle to 
UNH sophomore Jaiden Wit-
tel. Wittel then swung a pass 
forward to UNH sophomore 
Ava Mariani who charged the 
SRVWDQGÁLSSHGDVKRWLQVLGH
the near post scoring in the 
36th minute closing the gap to 
one goal.
,QWKHWK minute Woods 
VWRSSHGDQRWKHUÁXUU\RIWKUHH
shots in the span of 10 seconds, 
making one more save in the 
ÀQDOPLQXWHWRNHHSWKHVFRUH
at 2-1 through three quarters. 
     At 1:39 into the fourth quar-
ter Maine senior Hana Davis 
took a shot from the top right 
of the circle and it rolled inside 
the far post making it a 3-1 ball 
game.
     The Wildcats attempted a 
VKRWRQJRDOZLWKVL[PLQXWHV
remaining but Borley made 
a sliding tackle to prevent 
any shot attempt. In the 55th 
minute Mariani tipped in 
senior captain Bloem Van Den 
Brekel’s shot just inside the 
right post now causing only a 
one goal lead for Maine. 
     Less than two minutes after 
the Wildcats score, Maine 
struck again. Walton scor-
ing her second goal of the 
game giving the home team a 
DGYDQWDJH7KH:LOGFDWV
didn’t go out quietly, Van Den 
Brekel took one last shot but it 
ricocheted off the post with just 
UHPDLQLQJLQWKHJDPH
     Neither team recorded a 
shot or corner for the rest of 
WKHZD\0DLQHÀQLVKHGZLWK
a 21-9 shot advantage which 
included 16-5 on goal. In the 
fourth quarter all three shots on 
goal resulted in a goal.
     Mariani now leads UNH in 
ERWKJRDOVZLWKVL[DQGSRLQWV
with 12 following the two-
goal effort at Maine. Van Den 
Brekel has 15 assists and for 
SRLQWVLQJDPHVVKHLV
UNH’s active leader in both as-
sists and points. She also ranks 
second in goals.  
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Pratt scores four, Wildcats fall 16-14 at Lowell
     LOWELL, MASS. — Uni-
versity of New Hampshire 
(UNH) lacrosse (2-4, 1-3)  
traveled to UMass Lowell (3-4, 
2-2) this past Saturday and re-
turned home with a loss. What 
looked like a fresh start for 
the Wildcats last week in their 
overtime win, was soon shut 
down when they lost 16-14 at 
the hands of the River Hawks. 
     “We were missing a few 
key people and it was time to 
have some of the younger kids 
step up,” said UNH head coach 
6DUDK$OEUHFKW´:HGHÀQLWHO\
played pretty decent in some 
VSRWVEXWZHGHÀQLWHO\FRXOG
have competed a little bit better 
throughout the game. It was 
GHÀQLWHO\DOHDUQLQJJDPHIRU
us.”
     The close game started off 
in favor of UML. Sophomore 
attacker Anna Bauter scored 
WKHÀUVWJRDORIWKHJDPHZLWK
KHOSIURPÀUVW\HDUDWWDFNHU
Megan Brockbank about two 




kicked their day off with a 
pair of unassisted goals for the 
Wildcats. Leonard scored in the 
WKLUGPLQXWHDQG3UDWWMRLQHGLQ
the fourth.
     The River Hawks answered 
with two goals of their own. 
Both goals came from sopho-
PRUHPLGÀHOGHU0ROO\6KDZ
who found the back of the net 
twice within 22 seconds of 
each other.
     Leonard tied the score back 
up at three for her second goal 
of the day with 23:25 to play in 
the half. 
     UML followed up with 
a 3-1 run started by sopho-
more Izzy Liquori in the ninth 
minute. 
81+VRSKRPRUH/LY'XQQ
put one in right after to tie the 
score at four goals apiece.
     Shaw found Brockbank with 
14:12 to go in the half for her 
ÀUVWJRDORIWKHJDPH
     Less than two minutes 
ODWHUVRSKRPRUHPLGÀHOGHU
Abby Mclaughlin received a 
SDVVIURPÀUVW\HDUPLGÀHOGHU
Kaitlin Tobin to give UML a 
two-score lead. 
     After the score had been 
extended to 6-4 in favor of 
5LYHU+DZNVVHQLRUPLGÀHOGHU
(OL]DEHWK%ODQGLQJÀQDOO\JRW
the ‘Cats back on the board to 
FXWWKHGHÀFLWWRRQHSRLQW
     Liquori and McLaughlin 
bounced back with a pair of 
goals in the 21st minute. The 
put UML ahead by three with 
UHPDLQLQJLQWKHÀUVWKDOI
     UNH needed a way to close 
the gap before halftime and the 
FRPELQDWLRQRI3UDWWDQG'XQQ
delivered with three unassisted 
JRDOV3UDWWVFRUHGEDFNWR
back in the 22nd and 26th 
PLQXWH'XQQVFRUHGKHUIUHH
position goal in the 27th which 
tied the score up 8-8 going into 
halftime. 
     Liquori started off the sec-
ond half with her third goal of 
the day giving the River Hawks 
a one goal advantage nearly 
two minutes into the half. 
     UNH junior Emily Curtis 
VFRUHGKHUÀUVWJRDORIWKHVHD-
son to tie the score at 9-9 less 
than two minutes later. 
     Brockbank helped UML 
out with three straight assists. 
7KHÀUVWWZRZHUHGHOLYHUHG
to Shaw who scored back-to-
back goals. The third assist 
occurred in the 42nd minute 
when Bauter scored her second 
goal of the day to extend the 
River Hawks’ lead back to 
three goals.
     The River Hawks kept their 
slew of goals coming with 
yet another score from Li-
quori with 16:35 to play. Shaw 
scored another one minute later 
from Brockbank sixth assist on 
the day. 
     The Wildcats found them-
VHOYHVGRZQÀYHZLWKPLQ-
utes to play and needed some 
late-game heroics to climb 
EDFNLQWRWKHJDPH'XQQFDPH
around the left side of the goal 
and scored an unassisted goal 
with 13:58 remaining. First-
year Wildcat Kailee Woods 




later pushing the River Hawks 
to a 16-12 lead. 
     UNH only managed to score 
two more times for the re-
mainder of the game. Leonard 
scored at 54th minute and 
Blanding in the 55th. The score 
of 16-14 held true the rest of 
the way.
     “The main thing that we 
are working on right now is 
just competing,” said Coach 
Albrecht. “Just challenging 
each other and going at each 
other on attack along with the 
aggressiveness. That was part 
of our problem on Saturday.”
     The Wildcats come home 
WR'XUKDPQH[W6DWXUGD\DW
a.m. to host the Binghamton 





UNH sweeps on senior day
VOLLEYBALL
'85+$01+²7KH
University of New Hampshire 
(UNH) women’s volleyball 
team (7-3) dominated on senior 
day winning easily against the 
New Jersey Institute of Tech-
nology (NJIT) Highlanders 
(2-10). The Wildcats celebrated 
senior day cruising to a 3-0 win 
on the back of the only senior 
on the team, setter Emma 
3DWORYLFK6KHZDVKRQRUHG
SULRUWRWKHJDPHZLWKÁRZHUV
and applause from teammates 
before setting a season-high for 
VHUYLFHDFHVZLWKIRXU3DWORY-
ich set up teammates for easy 
kills all afternoon garnering 30 




set in dominant fashion 25-11. 
There wasn’t a glimmer of 
hope for the Highlanders as the 
Wildcats looked like a brick 
wall on defense. UNH recorded 
a .364 hitting percentage in the 
ÀUVWVHWDQGWZRODWHVHUYLFH
DFHVVHDOHGWKHGHDOIRUWKHÀUVW
set. Junior Abby Sullivan was a 
FDWDO\VWIRUWKH¶&DWVLQWKHÀUVW
set showing why she’s been 
one of the Wildcats leaders all 
season. 
     The second set was much 
of the same with the Wildcats 
winning easily. NJIT jumped 
out to a 7-4 lead when UNH 
went on a 9-0 run to bring the 
score to 13-7. First-year libero 
Ali Stuessi recorded two ser-
vice aces in the second set. The 
Cats’ closed out the set with a 
10-2 run to win the set 25-12. 
Sullivan had two kills during 
the 9-0 run by the Cats’ and 
was named to America East 
First-Team all-conference. 
     UNH head coach Christo-
pher Feliciano said Sullivan 
has led the Wildcats all season.
     “In our shortened season 
Abby played a critical role to 
our success.” He added, “She’s 
someone that commanded a 
lot of attention from oppos-
ing teams, which in turn made 
everyone around her better.”
     The third set was the most 
competitive of the match with 
six ties and one lead change 
in the match. The Highlanders 
had their biggest lead of the 
day in the third set 9-6 before 
the Wildcats stormed back to 
tie it. The game went back and 
forth with both teams trading 
points. UNH pulled away in 
the later part of the set to get 
the win 25-17 and close out the 
match 3-0. 
     It was a perfect day for the 
‘Cats on senior day and the 
win moved them to 6-3 on the 
season. The win is the fourth 
consecutive for the Wildcats 
moving them to second in 
America East in wins. UNH 
has won all four matchups 
against NJIT including two this 
season. 
     The Wildcats were sched-
uled to take on the University 
of Albany on Sunday. The 
game was cancelled and ruled 
DIRUIHLWGXHWR&29,'
with UNH handed the win. The 
ZLQDJDLQVWWKH*UHDW'DQHV





Wildcats win Isobel Cup
     Four former Wildcats 
made UNH proud this past 
weekend by winning the 
National Women’s Hockey 
League’s (NWHL) Isobel Cup. 
Jenna Rheault, Carlee Turner, 
Meghara McManus, and Taylor 
Wenczkowski were all part of 
the 2021 NWHL Champion 
%RVWRQ3ULGH
     The championship is the 
VHFRQGIRU%RVWRQDQGWKHÀUVW
since the NWHL’s inaugural 
year in 2016. UNH women’s 
hockey head coach Hilary Witt 
was incredibly proud of her 
former players after the cham-
pionship. 
     “They were a program-
changing class for us and see-
ing them succeed makes me so 
proud,” explained Witt.
     Witt said she always saw 
potential in the four women 
and wasn’t surprised by their 
achievements given how hard 
they work. 
     Wenczkowski was vital for 
WKH3ULGHLQWKHLUSXUVXLWRID
championship with a team-high 
nine shots in the postseason. 
She had the game-winning goal 
against the Minnesota White-
caps in the championship game 
to give Boston the win 4-3. 
     Coach Witt said it’s great 
for current players to see what 
they can accomplish if they 
work hard. She also noted the 
VDFULÀFHWKHSOD\HUVPDNHLQ
the NWHL because of the low 
IXQGLQJDQGEHQHÀWVIRUSOD\-
ers. 
     “The passion these players 
have for the game and how 
WKH\PDNHVDFULÀFHVÀQDQFLDOO\
proves the love they have,” 
said Witt. “A lot of these play-
ers aren’t paid enough to make 
this their full-time job and they 
work other jobs during the 
day.” 
     Witt applauded not only the 
PHPEHUVRIWKH3ULGHEXWDOVR
former UNH captain Tori How-
ran of the Connecticut Whale. 
Witt said people should pay 
more attention to the NWHL 
and the competitive product 
they produce. 
     “Women’s hockey is really 
fun and even though there’s no 
checking, it’s still very physi-
cal,” Witt noted. 
     The Isobel Cup win is a 
sign that UNH is becoming a 
stronger and more consistent 
program every year. With 
coach Witt behind them, the 
Wildcats will continue to com-
pete for the America East title. 
$VIRUWKH3ULGHWKH\·OOOHDQRQ
the former UNH standouts to 
keep them in contention for the 
Isobel Cup next season.
By Dan Marshman
SPORTS WRITER
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WOMEN’S SOCCER
Sheppard’s career-high nine saves not enough
PHOTO COURTESY OF UNH ATHLETICS
Wildcats junior goalkeeper Cat Sheppard making one of her career-high nine saves as she dives towards the Binghamton forward 
By Brackett Lyons
SPORTS WRITER
     VESTAL, N.Y. — Uni-
versity of New Hampshire 
(UNH) women’s soccer (5-2, 
2-2) remained winless on the 
road and fell 1-0 to Bingham-
ton University (2-1, 2-1) on 
Sunday. Junior goalkeeper Cat 
Sheppard made nine saves, in-
cluding one on a penalty kick, 
but her outstanding perfor-
mance wasn’t enough to keep 
the ‘Cats from their second 
defeat on the season. 
     Both teams looked to settle 
in in the opening minutes and 
possession was evenly shared. 
7KHÀUVWFKDQFHRIWKHJDPH
came in the eighth minute of 
play. Binghamton capitalized 
on a throw-in in the Wildcats’ 
half and got the ball into the 
SHQDOW\ER[7KH%HDUFDWVÀUHG
LQWKHÀUVWVKRWRQJRDORIWKH
day, but Sheppard lived up to 
her reputation as one of the 
best keepers in the conference. 
The veteran dropped to her 
right and secured the shot and 
kept the score even. 
     Binghamton looked more 
cohesive as the half went on, 
registering another shot on goal 
and making more attacking 
runs than the ‘Cats. UNH did 
what they’ve done all season 
and absorbed the pressure. 
      Sheppard was up for the 
task once again in the 23rd 
minute. She faced another shot 
from close range and was able 
to make the quick reaction 
save. Sheppard’s work wasn’t 
done as the rebound found a 
Bearcat’s foot who pivoted and 
ÀUHGRQJRDO6KHSSDUGZDV
already back on her feet and 
pounced on the ball for her 
fourth save of the game. 
     UNH continued to look for 
answers in attack with little 
threat mustered by the forwards 
in the waning minutes of the 
half. 
     At the other end of the pitch, 
the Bearcats looked to have 
found their answer against 
UNH’s defense. Binghamton 
played a lofted ball into the box 
and squared it to sophomore 
PLGÀHOGHU2OLYLD0F.QLJKW
0F.QLJKWZDVDOODORQHRQ
the 6-yard line and side-footed 
what looked to be a certain 
goal. However, certain goals 
are rare against Sheppard, who 
sprinted to her left and dove 
to make the stop. The rebound 
fell to a Bearcat who tried to 
squeeze it in from a tight angle 
LQWKHÀQDOVHFRQGVRIWKHÀUVW
half. Sheppard was back on her 
feet and comfortably gathered 
the shot as the horn sounded. 
+HUÀIWKDQGVL[WKVDYHVRIWKH
game kept the score 0-0 at the 
half. 
     Sheppard picked up right 
where she left off to open the 
second half. The Wildcats 
keeper made her seventh save 
from a shot from distance 
headed for the top corner and 
made her eighth on the ensuing 
corner. In the attacking third, 
the struggles and frustration 
continued for the UNH attack. 
Despite two free-kicks in the 
ÀUVWPLQXWHVRIWKHKDOIWKH
Wildcats couldn’t manage a 
shot on target after only tally-
LQJRQHLQWKHÀUVWKDOI
     UNH head coach Steve 
Welham noted that the team 
didn’t have their best day on 
attack. 
     “We weren’t able to create 
and combine enough, and when 
we did press and win the ball 
back, we weren’t able to keep 
possession,” explained Wel-
ham. “We didn’t earn a corner 
kick today, which is very un-
like us, so it is always a tough 
place to come up here, but we 
didn’t get the job done.”
7KH81+GHIHQVHÀQDOO\
cracked in the 59th minute. 
A long ball carried over the 
backline and found junior for-
ward Stefania Piantadosi. The 
%HDUFDWPHW.HOO\LQWKHER[
DQGRXWPXVFOHGWKHÀUVW\HDU
defender. Piantadosi was clear 
RQJRDODIWHUVHQGLQJ.HOO\
WRWKHWXUI6KHÀUHGDQHIIRUW
and chose power over place-
ment. The ball screamed past 
Sheppard on her near post. The 
ninth shot on goal for Bing-
KDPWRQÀQDOO\JRWWKHEHWWHURI
the Wildcat’s keeper, and UNH 
now looked up at a 1-0 score.
     Things appeared to go from 
bad to worse for UNH in the 
WKPLQXWH.HOO\SXWDFKDO-
OHQJHLQRQ0F.QLJKWLQWKH
box, and the referee whistled 
.HOO\IRUDSHQDOW\6RSKRPRUH
9LFWRULD0F.QLJKWVWHSSHG
up to take the kick with only 
12 yards and Cat Sheppard 
standing between her and a 2-0 
lead. The shot was low and to 
the left, but so was Sheppard, 
who read the kick perfectly and 
made a critical stop to keep 
UNH within striking distance. 
     Welham cited Sheppard as 
the reason the Wildcats were 
able to keep the game so close.
     “Cat had her best game of 
the year; I think by a mile. She 
was outstanding. She was our 
093WRGD\6KHNHSWXVLQWKH
game. I think if she can put 
performances like that together, 
we can go a long way this 
year.”
      UNH still needed a goal to 
tie the game and began to pour 
the pressure on. Despite their 
efforts to create chances, the 
Wildcats attack remained tame. 
With 10 minutes to play, an 
equalizer felt out of reach. The 
attack that had been so danger-
ous to start the year looked 
lost and disjointed on Sunday. 
A week before, UNH equal-
L]HGWKHVFRUHLQWKHÀQDOIRXU
minutes of regulation but saw 
no such luck this time around. 
The defeat is UNH’s second on 
the year and drops them to .500 
in conference play. 
     UNH will face Stony 
Brook (4-2, 4-0) Friday, April 
9, in Durham. The ‘Cats are 
undefeated at home, and the 
Seawolves are perfect in con-
ference play. It could be win 
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FOOTBALL
UNH heads to No. 22 URI after three-week layoff
 
DURHAM, N.H. – After a 
three-week hiatus, University 
of New Hampshire (UNH) 
football (0-1) will be back in 
action this weekend to take on 
the No. 22 University of Rhode 
Island (URI) Rams (2-1). The 
Wildcats had a scheduled week 
two bye week, followed by 
postponements against Dela-
ware and Villanova due to the 
number of positive coronavirus 
(COVID-19) test within the 
UNH program. 
     Head coach Sean McDon-
nell noted that his team will 
need to look better than they 
had against UAlbany (1-3) 
after the layoff. They got back 
to practice on Saturday and 
Sunday before taking Monday 
off. McDonnell says the team 
is heading in the right direction 
and getting back to where they 
need to be.
     Senior offensive lineman 
Matt Mascia explained how the 
offensive line and the rest of 
the team is hungry heading to 
Rhode Island this weekend.
´:HJRWRXUÀUVWWDVWH
against Albany, and obviously 
it wasn’t a good one. It was 
something that left us wanting 
more,” said Mascia. “I think 
that little extra motivation is 
leading us up into this game.”
     In terms of how he envi-
sions the Wildcats improv-
ing from their 24-20 loss to 
the Great Danes, McDonnell 
says they want to be more 
effective running the football. 
He explained that when the 
running backs and offensive 
line are playing at their best it 
allows the rest of the offense 
to open up and reach their full 
potential.
     Sophomore quarterback 
Max Brosmer navigated the 
SRFNHWZHOOLQWKHÀUVWJDPH
of the season, but McDonnell 
still saw room for improve-
ment in the second half. He 
told his quarterback to ease up 
and take what the defense gives 
him after Brosmer missed a 
few throws near the end of that 
game.
     In terms of Rhode Island, 
the Wildcats are focused on 
minimizing the Rams’ offen-
sive opportunities. McDonnell 
has praised how much the 
Rams have improved since the 
last time these teams met. 
     “I don’t think there are any 
really eye-opening weakness-
es,” explained McDonnell.
     Rhode Island uses two quar-
terbacks in their offense with 
redshirt junior Kasim Hill and 
redshirt sophomore Brandon 
Robinson. The tandem ap-
pears to have a similar skillset 
according to McDonnell and 
both pose as threats within the 
offense. 
     “If we try to guess and try 
to do too many things from the 
defensive front with the ends 
and the linebackers we could 
be in trouble with some big 
gains,” McDonnell noted.
     On the other side of the ball 
Mascia explained how URI’s 
new defensive coordinator 
Jack Cooper is something the 
team needs to plan against. The 
senior explained how Cooper 
has brought different looks to 
the Rams. The toughest part of 
planning for a new system is 
ÀJXULQJRXWWKHLUQHZWHQGHQ-
cies. The Wildcats have three 
JDPHVRIÀOPWRZRUNRIIWRWU\
DQGÀJXUHRXWKRZWKHLUGHIHQ-
sive front may attack UNH.
     The Rams have switched 
from four down lineman to a 
three-down set. Mascia noted 
how a subtle switch like that 
completely changes the style 
in which a team’s offensive 
line plays and the assignment 
they’ll take on.
     The Wildcats’ head coach 
has three things in mind while 
trying to game plan for the 
Rams.
     “We’ve got to keep the ball 
inside and in front, don’t have 
any turnovers and play very 
good and very tough on the 
road.”
     The team will leave for the 
game on Saturday morning, 
drive two hours to Providence 
R.I. before stopping to eat and 
hold a few meetings. After the 
SLWVWRSWKH\·OOÀQLVKWKHWULS
with an hour drive to South 
Kingston, R.I. in time for their 






Wildcats jump to No. 12 after shutout victory
     DURHAM, N.H. – No. 14 
University of New Hampshire 
(UNH) men’s soccer (4-0-1, 
3-0-1) returned home to Wild-
cat Stadium on Friday where 
they dominated the Hartford 
Hawks (2-1-0, 2-1-0) in a 4-0 
victory. However, the win 
didn’t come without a cost as 
junior captain Jonny Wolf left 
the game early with what ap-
peared to be a knee injury. 
     The Wildcats started off fast 
with early possession and got 
WKHLUÀUVWVKRWRQJRDOZKHQ
MXQLRU&KULV3LQNKDPÀUHGD
shot labeled for the bottom 
left corner, but it was saved by 
ÀUVW\HDUJRDONHHSHU5RWHP
Fadida. UNH kept the pressure 
on with four corner kicks in a 
row, but were unable to take 
advantage of the opportunities.
     UNH’s persistence never 
faltered as they continued 
to tire out Hartford with the 
constant play through their de-
IHQVHDQGVZLWFKLQJÀHOGV7KH
Wildcats continued to create 
RSSRUWXQLWLHVDQGÀQDOO\UDQJ
one off the post and sophomore 
Bilal Kamal was fouled in the 
box looking for the rebound. 
UNH sent out graduate student 
Paul Mayer to take the penalty 
kick and he buried it giving 
UNH the 1-0 advantage. 
     With all the momentum in 
UNH’s favor they were able to 
score one more before the end 
of the half. Some fancy foot-
work from multiple Wildcat 
forwards led to a chance for 
Kamal at the top of the penalty 
ER[+HÀUHGWKHEDOOLQWKH
top right corner where Fadida 
couldn’t make the save. UNH 
went into the locker room with 
DÀUPOHDGDQGSRVWHGWKUHH
shots on goal. Hartford only 
recorded one which gradu-
ate student Alejandro Robles 
handled with ease. 
     Coming out of the locker 
room UNH kept the same in-
tensity, keeping possession and 
fatiguing Hartford as they at-
tempted a comeback. Hartford 
switched up styles trying to put 
more pressure on the UNH de-
fense by not allowing them as 
much time with the ball as they 
GLGLQWKHÀUVWKDOI7KHFRPH-
back attempt was short lived 
for the Hawks, however. Senior 
Linus Fallberg rocketed a shot 
from 30 yards out in the 56th 
minute. The Sweden native tal-
lied his ninth goal of his career 
to give UNH the 3-0 lead. 
     Even with the 3-0 lead 
the ‘Cats kept pressure in the 
Hartford end and with the 
PLGGOHRIWKHÀHOGRSHQLWJDYH
UNH easy through opportuni-
ties. Mayer was able to collect 
another ball near the top of the 
penalty box and ripped one that 
GHÁHFWHGRII)DGLGDDQGLQWR
the open net. 
     UNH dominated the game 
in almost every fashion. The 
Wildcats outshot Hartford 19-7 
and took seven corner kicks to 
the Hawk’s one.
     Robles earned his 10th 
career shutout with two saves 
on the day and a couple of solid 
possession plays knocking the 
ball out of harm’s way. He was 
also named the America East 
Defender of the Week after 
his performance in the shutout 
victory.
     Head coach Marc Hubbard 
was happy with his team’s per-
IRUPDQFHEXWKLVÀUVWWKRXJKW
was with Wolf and his injury. 
´0\ÀUVWWKRXJKWLVZHORVH
Jonny Wolf to an injury, so our 
thoughts are with him.” He 
continued, “don’t know what 
that is going to look like [mov-
ing forward].” 
     Hubbard was happy with 
the win and the shutout but 
still knows his team has more 
to prove even after a statement 
win. 
     “We made a good statement 
I think but still leaving a lot 
out there to improve and learn 
upon so not perfect by any 
means. We need to keep learn-
ing and improving.” 
     With the team’s fourth win 
of the season, they leaped two 
spots in the United Soccer 
Coaches Poll to No. 12 in the 
nation. This ties the highest 
ranking in program history.
     The Wildcats will be in 
Wildcat Stadium this week 
where they are now 31-1-5 
all-time and outscoring their 
opponents 70-13. They hold an 
8-2 advantage at home this sea-
son. The next opponent to visit 
Durham will be the UMass 








in program history 
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